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The Evolution of the System of Official Recruitment
by Imperial Examination During the Reign of the
Emperor Zhenzong of the Song Dynasty

Zhuge Yibing
(School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract; The most important reform of the system of official recruitment by imperial examination in the Song
Dynasty was to thoroughly implement the principle of fairness and justice in the examination practice. These
major reforms were initiated during the reign of the Emperor Taizong ( KX%%) , and completed during the reign
of the Emperor Zhenzong ( E.5%). Firstly, following the irregular practice from the reign of the Emperor
Taizong, in how many years would a metropolitan examination (443{) be held was still uncertain, but it was
gradually set to be held once every three years. Though the enrollment number fluctuated in different
examinations during the reign of the Emperor Zhenzong, it remained roughly at the same level as that during
the reign of the Emperor Taizong. The major measures to ensure the fairness and justice in imperial
examinations were all finalized during the reign of the Emperor Zhenzong. There were three steps: sealing ( %
$t), copying out (£E3%) and laying out (ZHE). Besides, in order to prevent cheating and plagiarism, a
number of new measures were introduced to complement with the above-mentioned major measures. Under the
reign of the Emperor Zhenzong, the imperial court also promulgated detailed rules and regulations for imperial
examination, such as the Procedures for the Metropolitan Examination ({ %5 3+ 3L)), and the
Regulations for the Examination Office under the Ministry of Rites ({AL#RTTBEZ%Hl) ). Thus, cheating and
plagiarism which had been frequently seen in former imperial examinations were generally eradicated. The
significance of the imperial examination system for selecting talents was then truly manifested.

Key words: the reign of the Emperor Zhenzong of the Song Dynasty ( EL5%8]) | system of official recruitment
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