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On the Internal Implication of Chinese Confucianism in

Western Xia Literature

Wang Hao
(School of Literature, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: In the process of acculturation in which nomadic culture and central plains farming culture repelled
and mixed with each other, the Western Xia Dynasty completed the cultural transformation, with “the Qiang
(J2) externally and the Han (V) internally” mode of cultural acceptance and cultural construction. It
emphasized the “cultural subjectivity” of Dangxiang Qiang ethnic group ( 3¢I132) and, on the other hand,
enriched the content of “Qiang rites” (#£L) and “Qiang learning” (#§2#) with Han Culture which took
Confucian culture as its main body. Having been advocated by Li Yuanhao, the Emperor Xia Jingzong ( 5%
JCR), Li Liangzuo, the Emperor Xia Yizong (3{5%4i#E ), Li Bingchang, the Emperor Xia Huizong ( #5%
%) and Li Qianshun, the Emperor Xia Chongzong ( 5% 5% %z /i1), Confucianism became the common
spiritual belief of all ethnicities including Dangxiang Qiang ethnic group under the reign of Li Renxiao, the
Emperor Xia Renzong ({-5%177%). Being in the initial stage, of its modern times, Western Xia literature was
characteristic of two — dimensional structure of elegance and vulgarity. Consisting of Han popular literature and
Han scholastic literature, Western Xia literature was a typical literature based on Confucianism. In the
meantime , there were also elements of Confucian culture in the poems and proverbs written in Tangut ( P§ %
3C). From the perspective of “political community” , the relationship between the Northern Song Dynasty and
the Western Xia Dynasty concerning the tributary system and the nobility title-conferring system within the
Chinese Community was formed, after Li Yuanhao was conferred the title of “the Emperor of the Western Xia
Dynasty” and he obeyed and regularly paid tribute to the Northern Song Government. With a history of more
than 190 years, the Western Xia Dynasty preserved the centripetal force of Chinese “cultural community”.
The internal implication of Chinese Confucianism in Western Xia literature embodied its cultural identity.
Therefore, revealing the meaning of the cultural identity in Western Xia literature will undoubtedly form a part
of efforts to “redraw the map of Chinese literature”.

Key words: Western Xia literature, Chinese Confucianism, cultural identity
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