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A Study on the Genesis of Human History and the Fundamental Change

of the Historical View

Hou Yanshe
( School of Marxism, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China )

Abstract: Historicist methodology was the fundamental methodology with which Marx and Engels studied
human history. In German Ideology ({ T8 IRIE A ) ), Marx and Engels creatively used the genetic
method of human history to make a systematic analysis of the significant impact of such five factors as“ material
production” , “new needs”, “life production” , “production mode” and “consciousness” , along with their
interrelationship. Marx and Engels expounded the internal mechanism and essential law of the genesis and
sustained development of human history with robust logical power and realistic ground. They thoroughly
repudiated not only the idealist view and the old materialism, but also the incorrect views and methods of the
idealist conception of history. On the basis of their work, Marx and Engels scientifically expounded a new
historical view, and introduced a new philosophy which adhered to the historicist methodology and carried out

the principle of practice and the spirit of materialistic dialectics.

Key words: idealism, five factors, human society, genetic method, material production
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