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An Exploration on Chinese Image Poetics on the

Basis of Generative Theory

Han Jingtai
( Chinese Culture Research Institute , Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract; The historical generation ofthe intuitive imagination and the principle of natural shaping adapted to
Dao (VAJEWHIE) in Chinese image poetics, is dependent on the occurrence and development mechanisms of
the mutual generation and complement between poetry and painting. When the category of “image” (%)
came into being, literary consciousness had the context of visual art consciousness. And the core concepts of
“peeping into whatever realities as might lie behind a scene in nature” ( % {F X\ 5t) and “natural shaping
adapted to Dao” led to the historical occurrence of the principles of Chinese image poetics in a joint effort.
Then, on the basis of the high maturity of landscape poems and the transformation of the ancient style of
landscape paintingsin the Jin and Tang Dynasties, the progressive thinking of Wang Changling’s ( £ E#%)
poeticaesthetictheory of “object imagery (435 ) , emotional imagery (&% ) and mind imagery ( E5%) " (1FF32
—3%1i) ,and SikongTu’ s ( 7] %5 &) poetictheory of “thinking (/) and mind imagery” (RF22 W A5 18) ,
shaped an ideal of poetic and painting composite art that is compatible with “clear imagery” ( T #855%:) and
“the image beyond an image” (44P22%4:). In the era of the Song-style culture, the new poeticattempt “to
prohibit from using specific words to describe things” (Z5/A%¥JiE) under the prerequisite of “fully displaying
the described things before readers” (}Rii HHl[) , together with the painting perspective of “observing small
objects from the spatial perspective” (LA M/IN) beyond the “the way to observe real mountains” ( E IlIZ
%) , embodied the theory of image poetic techniquewhich had its law to follow and its mechanism to negate
transcendence.

Key words: image poetics, generative theory, origin, synthesis, technique
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