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ANTT AT SR G PR 70 A 2 G ] 242 gk SR A J1 X
FRAERIHETE

FEAE F O R TR h B L E AR A X (B
PESEEMER & GMS HX =R,

(1) Die Autonomie des Willens als oberstes
Prinzip der Sittlichkeit ( & i& H HEAFE A 16 HE 1Y £
=) (4 ¢ 440)

(2) Die Heteronomie des Willens als Quell aller
unechten Prinzipien der Sittlichkeit ( & & M H1E A
B AE FLIE AR BRI AR ) (4:441)

(3) Einteilung aller méglichen Prinzipien der
Sittlichkeit aus dem angenommenen Grundbegriffe
der Heteronomie ( M {5 1 114 b 15 11%) 3 A Al A8 X6F
FIA T RERIAC BRIE B AR 73 ) (4 = 442)

P =AFRER T, R-F-3 A [RE, FEAE
BRI S8 A& B SO0 fe i B 1 A R fl
EOCHETE T, « AR A Al A AN HR 2« 18 5
D7 g AR AR EAE I XN BOUE T
FRAEA DX BEPEFIEFETE D7 XA 1 b fE
QS B BPEHE ) Hh FEAE A C A X A IS 3R A
S

Die Autonomie des Willens ist das alleinige
Prinzip aller moralischen Gesetze und der ihnen
gemiflen Pflichten; alle Heteronomie der Willkiir
allein  gar  keine

griindet  dagegen  nicht

Verbindlichkeit, sondern ist vielmehr dem Prinzip
Sittlichkeit  des  Willens

derselben und der

entgegen.@
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A Rethinking on the Distinction Between Kant’ s Ethicality and
Morality with its Significance

Deng Anqing
(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433, China)

Abstract: In response to the general opinion that Kant did not distinguish between ethicality ({&FE4) and
morality (GEfE4 ), and also to Hagel’ s well-known criticism on Kant that there is only morality but no
ethicality in Kant’ s Ethics (f&Bl2%), this article examines in detail the contexts of his specific use of
“ethical” (Sitte, {EHLAY) with “moral” ( Moral, iEFEf)), “ethicality “( Sittlichkeit, & FEE) with
“morality” ( Moralitiit, iEf&4:) , and the “ethical law” (Sittengesetz, {EFLAYEEN]) with “moral law” (das
moralische Gesetz, EfE /75 in Kant’ s Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Ethics ( {(f&FRIEM I 22K
A)), so as to prove that Kant did actually make a strict distinction between ethicality and morality in his
works. Only on the basis of Kant’s distinction, we can clearly know that the “ethical law” (fSEERJTEN]) is
innate legislative (/GR35 )), which lays down the foundation of freedom for all norms in “ideas” ( H
), thus being the law of freedom ( H HH AN ). On the other hand, the “moral law” (IEFEAYIEI]) is
the evaluative expression of “ethical law”. The word “moral” is used as an adjective without subjective
significance, but the “ethical law” is the subjectivity of Kant’ s Ethics. In Kant’ s philosophy, there are two
concepts of “ethics” (Ethik, {£PE2%). One is “Moralogy” ( Sittenlehre, KAEHH2#) | which is opposite to
“physics” ( Physik, #H2%) or “naturology” ( Natulehre, H#R2%). It can be called “comprehensive
ethics”. Tt seeks for the “law of freedom “ ( F HfU7LN]) | which is opposite to the “law of nature™ ( &1
EN) . As the “law of ethics” is regarded as the “law of freedom” | its “ethicality” ( Sittlichkeit, 1&FH:)
has the meaning of universality, objectivity and absoluteness. The other one is in contrast to the “doctrine of
right” (ius; Rechtslehre, A4 1E) . It does not legislate for the “action itself” (17845 ) | but only for
the “subjective maxims” ( EXAEN] ) of action. Therefore, it is the " ethics" (ethica, 1 %) of the
“doctrine of virtue” ( Tugendlehre, FEM:2= 1/ FEM:) . In the sense of “doctrine of virtue” of legislating for
“subjective maxims” , Kant established his concept of “morality” ( Moralitit, i &%), which is different
from the “ethicality” ({E#14) of innate legislation (JGKI7.5). It is the “antecedent legislation” ( J&47 57,
%) of a single individual to consider “whether or not the action should take place "and “how it should take
place” before it takes place. It involves such a principle of action that the “universal law” (35 i 1972 )] )
should always be regarded as the “subjective maxims” of one’s own actions, so that it is only established in
the individual will of the actors, rather than being given (gegegeben) as the ethical law of innate legislation.
Therefore, the article points out that Kant’ s Metaphysik der Sitten can only be translated as “Metaphysics of
Ethics” ({EFRIETM L %%) in strict accordance with Kant’ s semantics, which is different from “moral
philosophy” ( Moral philosphie, ISR 2%) as “popular ethical wisdom” (A& AEHLAHEE 2) . But it
should just be upgraded to “Metaphysics of Ethics”, so as to regard the “ethical law” with the ability of
“innate legislation” as the universal and inevitable standard of individual subjective will legislation
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(morality) . Based on the difference between Kant’ s “ethics” and “morality”, this article clearly points out
that Hegel’ s criticism on Kant, in which there is more intentionally misunderstanding than acceptable facts, is
a prejudice that should have been abandoned long before.

Key words:; Immanuel Kant ( BEf#) | Metaphysics of Ethics {8 ¥ JE M 12%), Moralogy ( KEF~2)
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