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The Interrogation and Judgment of “the Case of the Crow-
Perched Terrace Poems” ;. Starting with the Version of the Case
of the Crow-Perched Terrace Poems by the Appellate Court
Zhu Gang

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: In the Ming edition of A Recompiled Additional Collection of Works by Su Shi ( { 4% A3 A 4b
££Y), the text in its Volume 86 proves to be the version of the Case of the Crow-Perched Terrace Poems ({2
BERFE)) by the Appellate Court ( #HfJBE). Compared with the prevailing version by the Censorate (52
£3), this one is brief in terms of the written confession during interrogation but relatively detailed concerning
the conclusive verdict of this case. By interpreting this material on the basis of the Song institution of
“separating the interrogation and judgment” ( ¥/ F]), we can re-examine the process and result of the
interrogation and judgment in “the case of the crow-perched terrace poems” concerning Su Shi ( #40). In
short, though the Censorate conducted harsh interrogation, the Court of Judicature and Revision ( K¥F=F)
determined that “ (the suspect) should be imprisoned for two years, but as it happens to be the period of
amnesty, he is supposed to be pardoned” — In other words, it was a verdict of acquittal. The Censorate
objected this verdict, whereas the Appellate Court affirmed the Court of Judicature and Revision. The final
result of the “case of the crow-perched terrace poems” was in favor of acquittal according to the judicial
procedure , while Su Shi’ s banishment to Huangzhou ( #{ /) was the “special punishment” decreed by the
emperor.

Key words: the case of the crow-perched terrace (referring to “the Censorate, 55" ) poems (51
%), Su Shi (#%K) , the version by the Appellate Court ( H ffIBEA)





