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From Supreme Ultimate to No-Ultimate
Wang Bo

( Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The breakthrough of Chinese philosophy was a reflection of the spiritual tradition of the Xia (&),
Shang () and Zhou (&) Dynasties ( —fX). Centered on heavenly mandate ( Kf), regalia ( E4X),
and virtue (), the concept of “supreme ultimate” (4% ) in The Fundamental Law of Ruling ({UE¥E))
set up the highest criterion for the world that encompasses both myriad things and numerous people. Also, it
was a concentrated expression of the classical political thought, thus exerting a profound influence on the later
Confucian tradition. Meanwhile, based on the principle of “freedom from” ( JC) and the value of nature ( H
$R), Laozi (% F) advocated freedom from vanity ( 544 ), freedom from doing anything without careful
thinking ( J&A) , freedom from the lack of true knowledge ( JC) , freedom from selfish motive ( JG/L») and
so on. Upon a reexamination of Dao (if) and virtue, Laozi affirmed the independent existence of the myriad
things and disapproved of judging them from one specific criterion. The concept of “no-ultimate” ( JoHt) was
a key component of the above-mentioned world of thought. Moreover, from the perspective of the intellectual
history, “supreme ultimate” evidently had an effect on the concept of “no-ultimate”, and they each
symbolized a distinct principle. “Great ultimate” ( KX#%) which appeared in the study of the Book of Changes
({HZ)) was closely related to “supreme ultimate”. Later, the expression “no-ultimate or great ultimate”
(TR KM ) in The Explanation of the Diagram of Great Ultimate ({ K#KElUi)) written by Zhou Dunyi
(JEJZ4IE) , sparked the far-reaching debate between “no-ultimate” and “great ultimate”.
Key words: supreme ultimate ( £4#%), no-ultimate ( JGH% ), great ultimate ( K#% ), possession of (£ ),
freedom from (JG)
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