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From Epics to Records of Historical Facts: A Tentative Study on the
Two Modes of Thinking for Text Writing and their
Evolution in Ancient China
Sun Shaohua

(Research Institute of Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract; In ancient China, there were two modes of thinking for text writing, namely poetic narrative and
principle of recording as it is, which resulted in two kinds of texts: epics and records of historical facts. Few
writings of the ancient Chinese literary and historical texts transcended these two modes of thinking. These two
modes of thinking were directly embodied in The book of Songs ({#F%:)) and The Book of Documents ({ it
45)) ,and they gradually became unified and definite in The Records of the Historian ({52iC)) by Sima Qian
(A 5iE). Both the difference in the identity and living area of the writers, and the difference in the time
when the texts were written, could cause differences in the wording of the texts. All these could also cause an
indefiniteness of the texts in ancient China. However, the texts in ancient China had its definiteness in
culture, mode of thinking and system because of the continuity of the cultural tradition.

Key words: epic, historical fact, mode of thinking for writing, poetic narrative, principle of recording as it is
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