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Tao Yuanming’ s Thinking on Human Existence

Zhu Liangzhi
( Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; This paper discusses Tao Yuanming’s (K J##H) thinking on the meaning of human existence,
which is an analysis based on the existing original texts written by Tao Yuanming, rather than an interpretation
from the perspective of Western existentialism. This discussion is mainly concerned with three respects as
follows ; Firstly, every existence has its end. The starting point for studying Tao Yuanming’ s philosophy of life
should be the recognition of the limit of human life. While Tao Yuanming sought for eternal myth throughout
his life, he kept in conformity with the rhythm of Nature, and avoided falling in the fallacy of attaining
perpetual life, so that he could get rid of the tangles and pains of life, and return to the true nature of man.
Secondly, man should exist without escaping. Although in most cases Tao Yuanming was regarded as a
hermitic poet in history, and appeared to practise a life of living in seclusion, his real idea on the philosophy
of life consisted in the openness of the true human nature, rather than being hidden in seclusion. For Tao, the
only way for him to settle down was to face his life experience directly, instead of seeking a place like
Mountain Heng ( 5 111) or Mountain Lu (Jf1l1) to spend his remaining years till death. Thirdly, non-
existence is existence. In his view, taking care of worldly life precisely meant the decline of life. In order to
make manifest the true nature of existence in simple and ordinary life, one should go beyond this mode of
lifestyle, learn to live in a manner of non-existence, and establish a new order in the wilderness which
transcended order. In a sense, Tao Yuanming’ s thinking on human existence was an immediate experience of
traditional Chinese philosophy of art, and also a herald of the idea of perfection at present.
Key words: Tao Yuanming ( F§JHH) , human existence, eternity, to see a world in a flower
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