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Worshiping Su Shi in the Confucius Temple:
The Learning of Su Shi in the Political and Intellectual

Circumstances of the Southern Song Dynasty
Zhang Jian

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China)

Abstract. The composition of the figures worshiped in the Confucius temple indicated an orthodox recognition
of Confucian scholars and their academic standings. Therefore changes of the name list of those who honored
“matching sacrifice” (it 5£) or“ accessory sacrifice” ( (\f£) demonstrated an official narrative of academic-
politic history. Debates over the sacrifice were always settled on academic basis, which necessarily involved a
discourse of the genealogy of the Way (i 4t ). On the other hand, the scholars worshiped in the Confucius
temple would also be granted titles of nobility, which represented the recognition of their political ascendancy.
The debates over the worship of Su Shi( # %X ) were first ignited during the reign of Emperor Xiaozong ( #4%,
1127 = 1194) when the dominance of the learning of Wang Anshi ( £ 4 f1) went on the decline and the
Yuanyou learning ( JG#i 2% K ) began to prosper. In the meanwhile, divisions and even conflicts emerged
between the two mainstreams of the Yuanyou learning, namely the learning of Cheng Hao (#2£33i) and Cheng
Yi (#£[) and the learning of Su Shi. The reign of Emperor Xiaozong witnessed the climax of the learning of
Su Shi with its severest criticism by the Neo-Confucians who were advocates of the learning of Cheng Hao and
Cheng Yi. To judge whether Su Shi should be honored at the matching-sacrifice or the accessory-sacrifice
level, it was inevitable to justify how Su Shi succeeded the learning of Confucius and Mencius. Emperor
Xiaozong himself and other disciples of the learning of Su Shi respectively provided some justifications
according to their own understandings of the genealogy of the Way. The attempt to worship Su Shi was not
successful due to the obstructions of the Neo-Confucians. However, the disputes and controversies on this
issue clearly reflected the vicissitude of the learning of Su Shi in the political and intellectual circumstances of
the Southern Song Dynasty.

Key words: matching sacrifice ( fit 52 ), accessory sacrifice ( M 48 ), Su Shi ( 7r #{ ), Southern-
Song academics
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