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Eight Debates in Analytic Philosophy
Chen Bo

( Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract ; Analytic philosophy is a discrete historical tradition originated from Gottlob Frege ( 35 #%), G. E.
Moore (J#/K), Bertrand Russell (& %), Ludwig Wittgenstein ( 4454 73H ), and the logical positivists.
Analytic philosophy is characterized with showing respect for science and common sense; paying close attention
to language; making use of modern logic; laying emphasis on the precision and clarity of argumentation;
elevating the goals of seeking for truth and knowledge over inspiration stimulation, moral uplift and spiritual
consolation; and spontaneously forming professional divisions. As analytic philosophers constantly posed
challenges and giving criticisms to each other, there arose many great debates among them. This paper reviews
eight debates in analytic philosophy, including psychologism vs antipsychologism about logic ground; the
debate among logicism, intuitionism, and formalism in mathematic foundation; descriptivism vs direct-
reference theory in philosophy of language; realism vs antirealism about meaning and truth; essentialism vs
antiessentialism in metaphysics; internalism vs externalism in epistemology; the debate among various theories
about truth and logical truth; and the debate among logical monism, instrumentalism and logical pluralism
about the correctness of logic. This paper also expounds the significance of philosophical debates, including
revealing the problems and defects of the existing theories; extending new space for thinking, and developing
new theories and views; preventing blind obedience, dictatorship, and autocracy in the academic field; and

highlighting the pursuit of wisdom and truth as the nature of philosophy.

Key words: analytic philosophy, antipsychologism, direct reference theory, essentialism, family
resemblance, logical pluralism
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