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Laozi’ s Philosophical Thinking and Artistic Aesthetics
of Chinese Calligraphy and Painting
Gao Yi

(School of Arts, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Laozi’s (¥ ) philosophical thinking was directly related to the artistic performance of Chinese
calligraphy and painting. It touched upon such ontological issues as artistic aesthetics and artistic
performance, and it was related to the aesthetic essence of creation in Chinese calligraphy and painting. Such
conceptions, categories and propositions from Laozi’ s philosophy as “having”, “having not”, “dullness” ,
“taste”, “wonderfulness” and the “mystery” of artistic beauty, revealed the aesthetic essence and the
performance form of artistic creation in Chinese calligraphy and painting. Laozi’ s ( % T ) philosophical
thinking has directly or indirectly exerted profound influence upon the art of Chinese calligraphy and painting
and become important contents of aesthetic theories of Chinese calligraphy and painting.

Key words: art, mystery, have and have not; mind-set; image
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