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A Study on the Introduction of Persian Turquoise into

China During the Song, Yuan and Ming Dynasties
Chen Chunxiao

( Department of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; Turquoise wasa kind of gemstone, which was familiar to ancient Chinese people. However, the
name of this kind of stone in Chinese historical recordswas not certain until the Song Dynasty. The earliest
historical record that could confirm the existence of turquoise in the name of “huihui dianzi” ( [ B8 T ) was a
book entitledRecords about Giving up Farming in South Village ({ T8 ¥ 8 #F5¢ ) ) written by Tao Zongyi ( B 5%
{%) in the Yuan Dynasty. Besides, the historical records of the Song, Yuan and Ming Dynasties contained the
names of such stonesas dian shi(HEA1 ), bi dian( Z2EE 2440 2815 ) , bi zhen( 2 3H ) and others which were
similar to dianzi (8 ). Among scholars, there existed controversies about whether these names referred to
Turquoise. Based on both Chinese and Persian — Arabic resources, and on the use of archaeological and
mineralogical methods, this article studies the relationship between these Chinese equivalents of Turquoise
found in historical records of the three dynasties and its producing regions, and tries to draw up the route
through which Turquoise came into China.

Key words: turquoise, Persia, Song Yuan and Ming Dynasties, transport route
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