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A Bibliographical Study on Various Editions of Hegel’ s Philosophy of Right

Deng Anqing
( School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract; Hegel had his Elements of the Philosophy of Right printed several times to be used as a textbook for
his lectures. Its first edition came out in 1821. But actually the textbook had already been published for
teaching purpose at the beginning of October, 1820, which was the first version of his Philosophy of Right,
whose sub-title read as “ An outline of natural law and political science”. Hegel lectured on philosophy of right
every year from 1818 until he died of cholera on November 14, 1831. In this period, he thought it necessary
to give some oral additions and marginal notes to the corresponding contents of the textbook for his lectures.
After Hegel died, the first edition of the Complete Works of Hegel was published under his student Eduard
Gans’ general editorship, in which Gans selected some notes that were supposed to be important and
significant as “additions” , and added them to the corresponding contents. In consequence, there appeared the
second edition of Philosophy of Right. Gans’ edition has had a great impact since then, which was strongly
challenged and revised by the famous Hegel scholar Georg Lason almost 100 years later. Therefore many
different editions of Hegel’ s Philosophy of Right have made their appearance from then on, which are
controversy over how to deal with the legacy of Hegel’ s oral additions and marginal notes. This process can be
roughly divided into three stages: (1) the planar and unilateral study of Hegel’ s philosophy of right, in which
the researchers wouldn’ t refer to various editions of Hegel’ s Philosophy of Right to find out his different
expressions; (2) the study of Hegel’ s philosophy of right with its focus on the tension of logic and history,
which depends on observing Hegel’ s genuine philosophy and the differences in his expression of philosophy of
right in different periods; (3 ) the contextualized study of Hegel’ s philosophy of right with its focus on the
differences in the expression of the same content in different contexts and periods. Most of the studies on
Hegel’ s philosophy of right in China is still in the initial stage, while only a few studies have entered into the
second stage. And the premise of entering into the third stage is the publication of the corresponding editions
of Hegel’ s Philosophy of Right.

Key words: bibliographical study on various editions of Hegel’ s Philosophy of Right, Eduard Gans’ ( H #7)
edition, Georg Lason’s (HIF3) edition, edition of theoretical works, Karl-Heinz Ilting’ s (fF/RK4L) edition
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