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The Relevance and Interaction of the Studies on Confucian Classics
and History with Prose Writing in theNorthern Song Dynasty
Zhang Xingwu

( Research Center for Ancient Chinese Literature and Traditional Culture, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract; In the Northern Song Dynasty, prose writing was closely relevant to the studies on Confucian
classics and history. Choosing different Confucian classic works or holding different academic opinions, not
only shaped various sorts of academic personalities, but also had an imperceptible effect on the language style,
rhetoric devices and aesthetic orientation of prose writing. At the same time, the historical research with an
emphasis on the importance of success and failure, with gain and loss in the past and present, added to prose
writing the dignified sense of using the past to satirize the present, and differentiated various historians in the
way how they took interest in writing. Such men of letters as Yin Zhu (F¥), Zeng Gong (& IJ), Su Xun
(#3f)) , Su Shi (#%) and Suzhe (#4) followed the steps of Ouyang Xiu (EXKFHf% ). They were good at
making judgments, and expert in prose and verse writing. In addition, Si Maguang ( ®] &%) was also a
pretty experienced scholar, and greatly influenced his followers like Fan Zuyu (78 # & ) with his vivid and
powerful prose as a historian. Being well-learned and highly-talented, the literati of the Northern Song Dynasty
enriched their prose writing by quoting classic works. Furthermore, they did not advocate using rare or
confusing words. What they discussed and expounded about was highly methodical and overwhelming. They
displayed their unique personality and high morality with their skillful and elegant literary works. By
expressing their feelings and emotions freely and passionately, they expressively showed their special talent and
charm. Thus, the relevance and interaction of the studies on Confucian classics and history with prose writing
in the Northern Song Dynasty took on the profound and complicated academic logic.

Key words; Northern Song Dynasty, studies on Confucian classics and history, prose writing, relevance
and interaction
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