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Human Nature: Marx’s Response to the Highest Issue of Philosophy
Zhang Kuiliang

(School of Philosophy ,Heilongjiang University , Harbin, 150080, China)

Abstract . If the relationship between thinking and being is the fundamental issue of philosophy, human nature
will be the highest issue of philosophy. This is because human nature, as human self-consciousness at the
deepest level, reflects the ultimate mystery of human existence, which was called the “highest thing in
philosophy” by Feuerbach. Marx apparently agreed to this view of his pioneer, so he immediately made a
positive response to the issue of human nature while he established “ new materialism” as his world outlook.
From the summer of 1844 to the spring of 1845, Marx consecutively put forward the five dimensions of human
nature, and for the first time in the history of philosophy, made a comprehensive exposition of the five
dimensions of human nature in species, development, community, social connection and the sum of social
relations. These five dimensions of human nature are essentially parallel to and separated from each other in
form, but there is an inevitably logical connection among them, which is an expansion and explanation of the
nature of praxis and the social nature at a deeper level. For about six months, Marx discussed the highest issue
of philosophy so attentively, which implied that the new practical materialism as his world outlook was closely
associated with human nature. And only when one reached the highest state of human nature, could the
knowledge and understanding of humans by philosophy be comprehensive and profound. Marx’ s efforts to
explore human nature were rooted in his deep concern for the thorough emancipation of humanity and the all-
round development of humans. These five dimensions of human nature and their logical system illustrated by
Marx were not only a great epoch-making creativity in philosophy, but also is of important significance to guide
the practice even today.

Key words: Marx, human nature, praxis, social nature
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