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A Study on the Memorial-Presenting System of the Three Departments

in the Late Northern Song Dynasty: Focus on the Panel

Wang Huayu
(College of Historical Culture and Tourism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610068, China )

Abstract: In 1082, the Emperor Shenzong (5% ) set up the Three Departments as a new prime-ministerial
institution. The Three Departments presented memorials respectively to the emperor in the form of different
panels. This system was beneficial to the dictatorship of the Emperor Shenzong, however, it had its distinct
defects. Therefore the later rulers gradually readjusted this system. Finally, the form was established as a
single panel formed by the Three Departments during the reign of the Emperor Zhezong &5 %% ). The evolution
of this system was closely related to the evolvement of the political situations in the late Northern Song
Dynasty.

Key words: late Northern Song Dynasty, Three Departments, memorial-presenting system, evolvement of the
political situation
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