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Seeking the Turning Point of the Imperial Examination System
in the Tang and Song Dynasties

Li Yumin
(Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 310036, China )

Abstract: To review the history from a broader perspective can help us understand the true significance of the
events that might seem unimportant at first glance. Based on this methodology, we are able to identify the
turning point of the institution of the Tang-Song imperial examinations as happening in the year 977 when the
Emperor Taizong (K5% ) of the Song Dynasty increased the number of jinshi (Jf+1 ) degree to be awarded. His
action led to the establishment of a completely new bureaucratic system, which was an improvement in the
educational level of the citizenry at large, and also an acceleration of economic and technical development.
Meanwhile, if examined from an equally broad perspective, the enrollment of those who failed in the initial
imperial examination as jinshi due to the special permission for them to re-attend the imperial examination, and
the system of high officials’ offspring’ s privilege to education and officialdom, were also essential components
in the imperial examination system of the Song Dynasty, whose contributions should not be underestimated.
Key words: imperial examination system, special permission for those who failed in the initial imperial
examination to re-attend imperial examination (2244 ), high officials’ offspring’ s privilege to education and
officialdom (&5 )
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