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The Relationship Between Exegesis and the Chinese Language System

Zhang Meng
(School of Liberal Arts, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract. This article reflects on some of the influential theories about the study of the Chinese language,
which appeared after Ma’ s Grammar ( Mashi Wentong, { 2 [G 3Cif )) was published. This article also
analyses the process of the extension and derivation of the meanings of native Chinese words from the exegetical
perspective, and reveals eight aspects of Chinese words in usage, meaning, pronunciation and written form,
which are summarized as the Eight Rules in Four Categories. The Eight Rules can be divided into two
relatively independent and mutually interactive systems according to their original usage and flexible usage. In
the Eight Rules, the original usage, meaning, pronunciation and characters make up the static system of the
Chinese language, while the flexible usage, extended meaning, transferred pronunciation and borrowing
method make up its dynamic system. By analyzing the controversial sentences in contemporary Chinese
language and the structure of the combination of reduplication words, the first proposition indicates that
morphology in Chinese overweighs syntax. In Chinese, morphology is the root of syntax. Syntax remains
unclear if morphology is not clear. Our second proposition is that it depends on exegesis and exegetics to
discern morphology of the Chinese language. Exegetics is based on its static system, while exegesis is based on
its dynamic system. For over two thousand years, exegesis and exegetics have delineated the Chinese language
in a comprehensive, meticulous and unique way. However, the Chinese language will never stop its process of
development and change, thus the study of exegesis and exegetics will never come to an end.

Key words: exegesis and exegetics, the Eight Rules in Four Categories, double-system structure, static

system of the Chinese language, dynamic system of the Chinese language





