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A Brief Discussion on the Poetic Function of Fiction
in the Initial Stage of its Creation
Ma Zhenfang

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature , Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; China has been a country of poetry. During the early stage of the Pre-Qin period, poems began to
merge into fiction with its unique function. They were the prominent parts in the fictional works and mostly
became the climax of the plot. In terms of artistic function, poems in the well-developed fictional works at
later times could not be compared with them. The Song of White Clouds ({ H =) ) in the Tale of King Mu,
Son of Heaven ({(FBBRKTF1%Y), the Song of Qingyun ({J =) ) in the lost Shundian ({FEHMY) of the
Book of History ({i#-15)) ,and the Song of Lord and Subjects ({7 FHK)) in Gaotaomo ({ HFJH)) , were
among the outstanding works. In many fictional works in the Spring and Autumn of Yanzi ({2 FEFK)),
there were quotations from the Book of Songs ({#F#%:)) . Singing became a powerful means to create the
image of Yanzi (&), and songs added new rhetoric skills to the literary language as well.
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