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On the Old-Age Style of Wu Li
Zhu Liangzhi

(Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China )

Abstract: Old-age style was regarded as the supreme aesthetic ideal in Chinese literati art. In traditional
Chinese paintings, there goes a saying that it is most difficult to reach the aesthetic realm of old-age in a
painting. In addition, both the old age of calligraphers and the old-age style of their calligraphic works became
a sublime aesthetic realm of Chinese calligraphy. This paper elaborates on the old-age style by taking Wu Li,
a painter of the early Qing Dynasty, for example. As a literati painter, Wu Li learned from the paintings of the
Song and Yuan Dynasties, based himself on Taoist philosophy and Zen Buddhist philosophy, and combined his
art with Catholic thought that he sincerely admired in his remaining years, creating a unique artistic style of
clear thinking and old age. Whats more, the old-age style in his paintings embodied profound humanistic
values.

Key words: Wu Li ()7 ), old-age style, literati painting, aesthetic realm of the Song and Yuan Dynasties,
Catholicism
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