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Nineteen Ancient Poems and the Lyrical and

Narrative Traditions of Chinese Literature
Dong Naibin

( School of Literature, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444 | China )

Abstract; Poetry is the major carrier of the lyrical tradition of Chinese literature. Nineteen Ancient Poems have
always been seen as pure lyrical poems, however, they actually contain some narrative elements. And former
studies have involved their narrative features. If we view Nineteen Ancient Poems from the perspective of
coexistence and interaction between lyrical and narrative traditions of Chinese literature, we will not only
appreciate them more exquisitely, but also realize the two literary traditions, instead of solo lyrical tradition,
thus having a more thorough understanding of the development and thriving of the two literary traditions.

Key words: Nineteen Ancient Poems, narration, lyrical and narrative traditions
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