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On the Literary Style of “Lubu” in Ancient China
and its Literary Value

Gu Shuguang
(School of Chinese Classics , Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract; As the previous study on the literary style of lubu (#47) has failed to clarify its evolution and
change, some of which have even caused misunderstandings, this paper aims to make a systematic study of
lubu as a literary style with accuracy, so as to identify its sources and correct the previous false conclusions.
The focus is on the literary and aesthetic values of lubu. The word “lubu” came into being during the Han
Dynasty, yet it was not used to refer to a literary style at that time. During the Wei and Jin Dynasties, the
usage of lubu was mixed up with xiwen (#3C, official summon to arms). During the Northern and Southern
Dynasties, lubu became a separate literary style, used exclusively to refer to a report of victory. During the Sui
and Tang Dynasties, “announcing the lubu” became a military salute. From the Tang Dynasty to the Song
Dynasty, lubu underwent a turning point as it witnessed the gradual weakening of its characteristics in
application. The existing lubu used by the people of the Song Dynasty are mostly answering papers and
preparation exercises for the Cike Imperial Examination (7]} ). After the Song Dynasty, lubu was mainly
used for imitating others” works or writing styles. The application and evolution of lubu were closely related to
national military strategies and ancient etiquette. Lubu was usually written in a form of parallel prose called
pianwen (JF3C) and had high literary value, displaying a symmetric beauty due to the parallelism of its form,
a linguistic beauty due to its magnificent rhetoric and a rhythmic beauty due to its catchy phrases. As its
description of wars was more vivid and imposing than that in historical records, lubu brings back the historic
scenes before people’ s eyes. Lubu can be considered as a wonderful treasure in ancient war literature.

Key words: lubu (& 4f), literary style, report of victory, application, literature
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