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The Characteristics of Yeh Chiaying’ s Poetic Education
Q1 Yishou

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature , National Taiwan University, Taipei, China)

Abstract; Chinese poetic education roughly falls into two phases. The earlier phase was from the Spring and
Autumn Period to the Han Dynasty. The later phase is from the Wei and Jin Dynasties until now. In the first
phase, Three Hundred Poems ({¥F =1 )) was regarded as a medium of expressing the heart’s intent and
apprehending principles, when Confucius pointed out that poems may help to inspire, observe, keep
company, and express grievances. Confucian scholars explained that poems enable people to be gentle and
kind in their words and deeds. In the second phase, poetic education focuses mainly on the creation and
appreciation of poems and the exploration of aesthetic theory of poetry, which is different from the emphasis on
poetic usage in the first phase. Prof. Yeh Chiaying has devoted herself to the study of ancient Chinese poetry
and made extraordinary achievements in poetic creation, poetic appreciation and exploration of aesthetic theory
of poetry. Therefore her poetic education is part of the second phase in nature while prudently inherits moral
education of Confucian scholars from the earlier phase. At the same time, she emphasizes and deepens the
effects of inspiration (%) advocated by Confucius. In her opinion, inspiration may help not only to evoke one
s moral consciousness and express oneself properly, but also to appreciate strength and beauty in emotion and
will. Inspiration is the core of Prof. Yeh%s poetic education, evoking and touching an endless vitality within
poetry, which is one of the characteristics of her poetic education. The arena of her poetic education is her
poetic creation, poetic appreciation and exploration of aesthetic theory of poetry. Prof. Yeh has absorbed
different opinions from the two phases of poetic education.

Key words: Yeh Chiaying( ' 5% 2% ) ; poetic education; inspire( %), observe( M) , keep company( #£) and
air grievances(4%) ; be gentle and kind
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