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The Openness and Inclusiveness of Chinese Civilization
Ye Lang

( Research Center of Aesthetics and Aesthetic Education, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; In history, Chinese civilization was characterized with openness and inclusiveness in its prosperous
periods. The flourishing age initiated by Emperor Taizong of the Tang Dynasty ( J3f &K%%) and the international
trade center of Quanzhou (S JH) in the Song and Yuan Dynasties were two convincing examples. Such
openness and inclusiveness were rooted in the traditional Chinese thoughts of He ( #l1, harmony) and Sheng
( 4, creativity). Dating back to Confucius, Chinese people began to know how to elevate themselves though
learning from others and greeting their friends. And they have since pursued to show the appeal of their own
culture. Chinese people have always been enthusiastic about learning from heterogeneous cultures.
Key words: Chinese civilization, openness, inclusiveness, Emperor Taizong of the Tang Dynasty ( i K%%) ,
Quanzhou (£ ), He (Fl, harmony) , Sheng (4, creativity)
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